Ashley WITCHCRAFTER 
Spells & Spellcrafting


Altars

What goes on your altar is a personal choice – regardless of what everybody else says – and regardless of what is considered “traditional” altar paraphernalia.  [“Traditional” altar paraphernalia dates from medieval European alchemy – though some items/symbols are rooted in prehistory.]
So, the questions you want to start with are:

· What would a prehistoric witch have at her/his altar?

· Do you follow any kind of witchcraft or Wicca tradition?

· What do you want your altar to represent to you?

What would a prehistoric witch have at her/his altar?

Based on archeology & traditional meanings about what a prehistoric witch would likely have at her/his altar, you probably want to start with the following:

· A circle

· A ball

· Red ochre [hematite]
· Fire

· Other items

· A bowl, a drinking cup, a mortar & pestle, and a knife & cutting board

A circle represents the moon, the sun, and the earth – the 3 planets most closely and strongly related to the Goddess.  The most important aspect of a circle is its protective and infinite nature.  Most traditions have you begin a circle in the east moving to the south, the west, and finally to the north – so it’s probably best to place your altar facing the east where both the sun and the moon rise.

The altar area, itself, can be circular or the altar cloth can be circular.  In Norse tradition, magical cloths were 4 colours – yellow, blue, red, black – at the east, south, west, north – meaning sunrise, day, sunset, night.  Though considered a Norse tradition, the 4 colours and their associated directions and times of day are found in a considerable number of ancient traditions worldwide.

Personally, I use a white cloth to represent purity and integrity – a reasonable choice considering my very public and political stand with regards to witchcraft – but I also couple my white cloths with black cloths – to dispel and disperse negative energies.  However, when I do rune stone readings, I do use a Norse tradition cloth.  And sometimes when I want to energize a spell or a divination, I’ll use a colour associated with whatever ritual I’m doing, such as a green cloth with gold threads for a prosperity spell.

A ball also represents the moon, the sun, and the earth.  [By the way, many prehistoric and ancient societies understood that the earth was “round”  - not “flat” as in historical/medieval times.]
Even though a crystal ball is a medieval alchemical and modern choice, many prehistoric and ancient societies venerated round objects.  Certainly round stones such as mochi balls, geodes, and “kettledrum” stones have long been used – and many round objects were polished to a high sheen so that they could be used for scrying – which is what crystal balls are used for.  So crystal balls are an appropriate choice – and are easy to find and purchase nowadays – but, very honestly, any round object is okay – even apples, ‘coz they were considered a food of the gods.

Very close to the shape of balls are eggs.  Birds are considered lucky and are symbols of fertility.  Birds are first born as an egg and are then are born a second time when they hatch.

Personally, I have more balls than I know what to do with – a couple of crystal balls, a quartz ball, cedar balls, ceramic balls, a bamboo & copper ball, stone and metal balls, etc, etc, etc [and, of course, geodes, mochi balls, chinese balls].  I also have a number of round and egg-shaped river and ocean rocks – in other words, nature has provided me – as well as onyx eggs, wooden eggs, paper eggs, etc.

Red ochre [hematite [a form of iron ore]] has been used since prehistoric times to create art [Cro-Magnon cavesites & Aboriginal art are the most famous], to create a sacred atmosphere, and to annoint the dead.  It’s also been used by virtually every culture worldwide – so red ochre is powerful magic and strong medicine.  [If you’re able, grind up some hematite [usually a silvery-black stone] – it becomes a red powder, which is what red ochre is.]
Hematite is also considered to be a soothing, calming, and balancing stone.  Additionally, it’s believed to help memory enhancement, logical/mathematical thinking, and mental capability.  The metallic sheen or silvery look of hematite is also believed to encourage and aid a person in “reaching for the sun”.

Candlesticks and braziers [easiest to set-up, find, & purchase] give you the ability to create fire – which is the point – you want some form of fire on your altar.  Fire intensifies your ritual but fire has always been considered sacred since prehistoric times.

With candlesticks, candles, and braziers, you can also introduce lots of colour and aromatherapy – the colour in the candlesticks, braziers, and candles themselves – the aroma in the candles and whatever you’ll burn in the brazier.  [With braziers, the safest are metal or high-temp glass and ceramics.]
I have a number of different candlesticks – brass, glass, crystal, silver, ceramic – and my glass ones include coloured glass – such as, if I’m doing a sexy and lusty love spell, I use my red glass candlesticks.  I have both glass and copper braziers but I also have a cast iron cauldron [small size].  Often, when I do health spells, I use a crock-pot so I can ensure that the aromatherapy lasts for hours and hours.

You probably should also have some kind of candlesnuffer.  When you blow out a candle, it’s believed that you blow away the magic.

Other items can include virtually anything you want – stones & crystals, herbs, bones, wood/twigs, shells, colours, symbols, a representation of angels/faeries/spirits, a favourite item or items, etc, etc, etc, ad nauseum.  The thing to remember here is that if the item is magical to you then it is magical to your altar.  But, it also includes any item that is considered traditionally magical – whether from prehistory, ancient times, historical times, medieval times, and modern times.

Also, what comes into play here is: Do you follow any kind of witchcraft or Wicca tradition?  If you do, then you can add those items, such as Celtic, Sumerian, Dianic, Kabbalah, Strega, and so on.  Some witchcraft and Wicca traditions are very specific about what should and should not be on an altar – so you should probably set up your altar in that way.  But quite frankly, other than modern traditions, there are no hard and fast rules about what should go on your altar.  Even though my perspective is from how a prehistoric altar would likely to be set up, it must be remembered that the operating words are likely and educated guesses.

And like witchcraft or Wicca traditions, What do you want your altar to represent to you?  If you wish your altar to emphasize healing, then add healing colours, stones, symbols, herbs, etc.  If you wish your altar to be protective of your children/grandchildren because they are far away at school or live in a distant city, then include toys and the like – even add a Laughing Buddha of the Children.  If you wish your altar to be dedicated to divination, then add divination tools such as, tarot cards, rune stones, a scrying bowl, a dowsing rod, etc.  Altars can be “changed” on a regular basis for example, altar items can be added or completely revamped to emphasize the sabbats and esbats.

An item I always include on my altars are dragons.  Not only are dragons totally cool, they are representative of the snake, serpent, dragon that is associated with many prehistoric and ancient goddesses – and still associated with the modern embodiment of the Goddess.  Snakes/serpents/dragons are fertility, infinity, protection, and prosperity symbols.  Dragons also help me to relate geomancy – Chinese magical practice.  I happen to personally believe that the Chinese are much more practical about magic – in other words, no religious hysteria about magic, instead empowering, and enhancing.  [Cool, eh?]
A bowl, a drinking cup, a mortar & pestle, and a knife & cutting board are all practical items – not necessarily magical items.

A bowl [or plate or some kind of vessel] is used to mix herbs, powders, aromas/scents, and any number of items or to hold items in storage, etc.  It can also be used for food – eating food can be part of a magical ritual – particular the sabbats and esbats.  Spell boxes and spell bags can also be used for storage.

A drinking cup – which can be a chalice – is used to drink something.  Like eating food, drinking forms part of sabbat and esbat rituals.  Usually the drink is either wine or beer – both alcoholic beverages have been sacred to a number of goddesses.

A mortar & pestle and a knife [or athame] & cutting board are used to pulverize herbs & crystals [ones that aren’t hard] and to cut up herbs.  Even pruning shears and scissors can be used – particularly if the herbs you’re cutting up are twigs, etc.

Now even though these items are all used for practical purposes, they are also used to enhance your magical rituals.  So, it’s perfectly acceptable to have them in different colours and/or with different symbols, etc – and that in turn can energize and synergize the magic you’re creating.

So, in other words, make your altar your own personal space

 – even if you follow a particular tradition.
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